Summary of October 2007 School Survey
In October 2007, Outreach Coordinator Helen Giffrow conducted a survey of local schools designed to assess video needs.  She asked the following questions:

· What technology tools do your students currently have access to? (i.e., video cameras, computers (Mac or PC?), and digital storytelling software such as Photoshop, I-Movie, etc.) 

· Regarding those tools, and when age appropriate, are teachers and students able to utilize them or are they in need of training on some or all? 

· What types of activities do you think teachers are most interested in involving their students with? (For example, field trips, taping of skits or pieces related to class projects, digital storytelling or other age-appropriate activities). 

The survey was sent to 70 schools and we received 21 responses.  Here is a summary of the survey results:

· 14 of the schools had access to cameras but not necessarily video cameras.  In some cases the cameras are old.

· 12 of the schools had access to editing/digital storytelling software.

· 20 of the schools had computers.

· 8 of the schools are currently offering media classes.

· 11 of the schools said either teachers or students need media training.

· 10 schools expressed an interest in doing digital storytelling projects.

· 10 schools expressed interest in participating in field trips to Community Television.

· 14 schools expressed interest in the taping of skits for pieces related to class projects.

The survey was not exhaustive, but based on the responses we received, there is a clear need and interest in working with Community Television on some level.  It is also fair to say that there are needs for technology that could be filled.

Helen Giffrow, who conducted the survey, has these additional thoughts to add:

In 2007, a letter and informal survey was sent to about seventy public schools in the county.  Of those seventy, twenty-one returned the survey form.

Since that time, I have been in contact with a number of these schools (as well as some private schools) to schedule field trips, class tapings in our studio, or to acquire programming already produced by the students. I’m happy to report our field trip program has especially taken off and many teachers want to schedule field trips for their students as an educational and fun activity. 

Over the past number of months I’ve also been working with staff at Costanoa High School on developing a video curriculum for their class, which would combine training in the classroom on their equipment, combined with some studio training at our facility. We are hoping that this can serve as a model for partnerships with other schools as well. 

Some of the potential challenges in working with the schools in terms of our own current resources have to do with our staffing, scheduling and training of our staff. Many classrooms have large numbers that our facility can’t easily accommodate at one time, and large groups would often require more than one trainer at a time. One strategy might be to focus more on training the teachers, keeping in mind that their time outside the classroom is limited. Over the past year, there have been a small number of teachers taking our classes. 

Also, some of the training the teachers at the schools are seeking may require our own staff to get more training--for example in PC-based software (as we are a Mac-based access center) or other types of software that we don’t normally train on. In addition, staff time could be allocated for creating curriculums that can be tailored to the school’s needs. Another challenge is that many schools and teachers have rather inflexible schedules. (I have found that alternative schools seem to have the most flexibility with both budget and time.)

These are just some of the considerations I recommend the committee take into consideration when setting goals in working with the schools. There are also other educational activities beyond K-12 that aren’t in the scope of this report. 

