Notes from 11/13/08 Superintendent’s Council Meeting

John Patterson

On November 13, 2008, I met with a group of school Superintendents from districts in Santa Cruz County.  In attendance were COE Superintendent Michael Watkins, Santa Cruz City Schools Superintendent Alan Pagano, Live Oak School Superintendent David Paine, PVUSD Superintendent Dorma Baker, Scotts Valley Schools Superintendent Susan Silver, and Soquel Union Elementary School District Superintendent Kathleen Howard.

Some of ideas/comments generated at the meeting included:

· Work on improving scheduling because it’s hard to know when something is on.  Try to program in blocks so people will know how to find programs.  Do a better job of educating the public on how to find scheduling information.  Try to make the schedule more consistent.

· Do a program that would focus on hot topics that the Superintendents could discuss.  Would we give them a monthly opportunity to do this?

· Provide dedicated timeslots for educational purposes.

· Expand the ability to use Community Television as a teaching tool.

· Expand collaborations with schools--  try to work with schools that have pre-existing video programs.  Ex.  Shoreline Middle School.

· Offer a lunchtime story hour that would be available for kids on rainy days.

· Do a program that allows kids to explain their science fair projects.  Do more programs that feature students.

· Try to make Community Television channels a venue for teenage artists.

· Do a live program that provides help for kids doing homework.  Bring students in to be on the program  Kids will watch the program if their friends are on it.

Michael Watkins suggested that a committee be formed to help generates more ideas.  Kathleen Howard agreed to be a part of that.

It was a good meeting, but really more of an introduction than anything.  Now that a relationship has been established, it should be easier to make the connections we need to expand our service to Santa Cruz County schools. 

